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To the Right Worſkipful] 

Sir Robert Cann, Kt..and Baronet, 
Mayor of the City of Briſtol. 


_ Right Worſhipſul, 


* matter of juſt amazement, that ſir 


| fo wretched in its nature, ſo pernicious 
7R its iſſues; ſhould yet obtainſo vaſt, 
ſo general an Intereſt all over the world. 

This great diſhnzour tbus apparently done 
as well to Reaſon, as Religion, muſt certain- 
ly be attributed to the common depravedneſs 
of mankinde, to the naughtineſs of our own 
hearts, which ( in this collapſed conditi- 
on 'of ours) are now carnal, and ſold un-. 


der fin. Or ( as Solomon expreſſeth it”) fully. 


ſet in usto do evil. == 

For the better :#edreſs whereof, God. has 
wing erected thoſe ſolemn ordinances Ma-- 
oiſtracy, and Miniſtry, hath put this matter. 
znto both their Commiſſuns 5 making ff- 4N Ce 
minent part of their work, in their ſeveral” 


ſphears,, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatoty. 
ſphears, to give all due rebukes . to vice, all 
due encouragements to vertuc ; as the proper 
-dire& method both te civil, and ſacred wel- 
Fare. 

Such hath been the gracions care of God in 
our behalf. Every geod man miſt, and will 
heartily ſay, Amen; Oi: Jet this righteous 
pleaſure of the Lord pioſper 116 their hands. 

In ſome deſires of ſerving theſe good ends 
was this diſcourſe at firſt compos'd ; and ſince 
thus publiſhd. 


Honoured Sir, Omitting any -Cirenitous 


ambages-; I ſhall only take leave with all due 
_ gratefylneſs to acknowledge the many oblige- 
ments you have pleaſed to lay upon me : and 
by this paper ts offer to your ſecond Meditati- 
.ons,what you vouchſafed ſo religiouſly ts re- 
ſent, when firſt preached before you, by 


m—_ 6 :Honoured Sir, 
Your juſtly obliged, and | 


Truly humble ſeryant 


TT: Samuel Croſſman. 
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St, Matth, 24. 12. 


And becauſe iniquity ſhall abound, the love 
of many ſhall wax cold. 


2&9 <cvere declaiming againſt preſent 
A times, may be in ſome caſes not ſo 
& much the truit of piety, as of pet- 
| tiſhneſs. A querulous ingratitude 
towards God, and as unhand{ome 
& dilingenuity towards men. 
' "Tis a caution -juſtly given-by 
Solomon: ſay net, what is the cauſe that the former days - 
were better then theſe ? for thou doſt not enquire wiſely . 


concerning this, Eccl. 7. 10. Certain it is, the _ | 
! ' hath. 
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| (2) 

hath its frequent viciſitudes in morals, as well as 
in naturals. It hath had its open alternations and 
ſeaſons of ſinking ſometimes into viece and of re- 
covering it ſelfagain at other times to ſome compe- 

:teat degrees of vertue ; elſe we had lang ſince come 
to thoſe ſad Herceles pillars whereof the Poct ſo ſfaty- 
ically ſpeaketh, | 


Now habet '#!terius quod noſtris moribus addat. 
: Poſteritas ,— EN 


'Sin had long agoriſen to its utmoſt Zexith, its fui- 
leſt growth and height, beyond which it could 
: have procecded no further. ; 
' But ſtill though ſome ages may have the happy lot 
. of appearing as a hopeful ſpring after a dead winter : 
yet others prove. as a declining autumn after a more 
truitful ſummer. The ſucceſſion of ages 'tis very of- 
ten like that of families. Ifa pious Joftah comes torth 
after a wretched Am0x 3 'tis as truea wicked 2anaſ- 
 ſeh may ſucceeda righteous Hezechiah, This decay 
touching theſe laſt > ay 'tis not only the conplaint 
of the vulgar ( where we have many times as much 
paſſion, as-judgement ) but the deep ſenſe and ſor- 
Tow ofall impartiall ſerious perſons, that iniquity 
. abounds, and. the love of manywaxeth cold. 


"We have in this and the next Chapter our Sa- 
-viours memorable predji&ion both. of the deſtructi- 
-on of Jerfalem, andof the end of the world, The 
Former. as ſome Embleme,: and adumbration of the 
attcr. | : 

Ptain 
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Plain it is fromall writers, ſcarce any judgement 
( in miany circumſtances ) fuller of conſternation 
then that which befe!l theſe hard hearted Jews for 
their rejetion of Chriſt, Their ſin 'twas dearly 
bought, dearly paid for. 

That kingdom which had ſometime appeared as 
Princeſs among the provinces 5 that City which had 
been fo honourably ſtiled, the joy and beauty of the 
whole earth ; that Temple which Tacitzs acknow- 
ledgerh z ſtructure of moſt immenſe magnificence 
and riches 3 one of the juſt wonders of the world 
( as others call it) for all exquiſitneſs and ſplendour ; 
loe, now people and kingdom, City and Temple, all 
theſe goodly buildings laid together under one com- 
mon ruinous heap. And it Joſephus ( their own hitto- 
Tian ) may be believed, 
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Travellers paſſing by could ſcarce ſee or ſay ; here 
was once Jeruſalem. 

The ſtones of emptinefs, and line of confuſton 
were now truly enough ſtretch't upon it. Turns 
Rnfus ( that ywTTh,. that Wicked wretch , as the 
Tewiſh writers with indignation call him ) had 
now drawn a plough in ſcorn over that very place, 
where formerly the Temple ſtood. Fulfilling lite- 
rally what was ( in all probability neither beliey'd 
nor fear'd though ) ſo expreſsly foretold 3 Zo for 
your ſake ſhall be plowed as afield, and Jeruſalem ball 


become heaps, ard the meuntain of the houſe, as the 
hizh 


was et Xt ce _ 


(4) | 
bigh places of the forreſt, Mich. 3.12. 

Thus was the admired Naomi become now ano- 
ther Marah. The joyous City and people madea ſad 
{peRacle of aſtoniſhment, a ſecond $hilo, a pillar of 

ſalt, a terrour and warning to all. , 

Men and Brethren ! let us not deceive our ſelves, 
tin 'tis no trifle, nor can God be mocked. He that 
{pared not Jeruſalem, how ſhall he ſpare us, if we 
tread under foot the things that belong to our 
PCace ? ” 

The Text 't1s one of thoſe previous ſignes, which. 
ihould forerun Zerzſalexrs ruine. Many whereof ( as 
Aretins very well obſerves) Ad diem judiciiquoque ac- 
commodari poſſint, they do as. well ſuit with, and 
may as ſafely be applyed to, theſe laſt days of the 
world, as thoſe of Ternſalems fall. So that we may 
too truly ſay 3 this day is this Scripture fulfilled, iz- 
mquity « Ancfor and the love of many waxeth cold. 


Tniquity, that is, ( taking the word as Grotizs in 
2 reſtriQive ſenſe) the iniquity of perſecutions, the 
continuance and encreaſe of their ſavage cruelties a- 
eainſt Chriſtians. Such a bloody trade did the Devil 
then drive in thoſe primitive perſecutions. Oh what 
abundant cauſe of thankfulneſs to God have we ! to- 
whom ' Divine providence hath reſerved milder 
times, times of ſerenity and freedom in the pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtian religion. May we be wiſe un- 
to ſ{oberneſs , and make a Tight improvement of 
OUr MErCIeS. | 
: Or 2dly, Tniquitie, that is (ſay others ) thoſe ma- : 
mifold ſcandals, which not long after did ariſe, _ 
rom. 


(5) 

from the perſons ſeducing, ſuch as Bexchochab, that 
falſe ſon of the ſtars, with his wilde rabble after 
him : ſome from the numerous heaps of perſons ſe- 
duced, crying loe here, and loe there ! in a meer 
phrenzy of deluſion ; whereby the luſtre of the Chri- 
{tian Church became greatly ecclipſed, and multi- 
tudes ( no doubt ) unhappily cool'd, and taken off 
from the due embracement of the Goſpel. 

Such ſad ſpeRacles ( both the one and the other ) 
have moſt ages afforded: ſo prone haye ſome been to 
beleve a lie. And ſo unable have others been, to 
ſtep over this ſtone of offence, and to continue ( not- 
withſtanding this ſore temptation) a ſober conſtant 
love to deſerted, ſlighted truth. 

31y, And laſtly, Tniquitie, that 15, taking the ex- 
preſſion ( as ſome others ) at a greater latitude, it 
then importeth, Communemr nature humane pravita- 
tem, the common pravity of humane nature. As it 
our Saviour had ſaid, thisas another Nilzs ſhall 0- 
verflow all its banks. 


Exiliet frenis Natura remotis. 


The reins being laid looſe, mankinde ſhall be ſeen 
to run even wilde into all exceſs of vice : Nanwinyar, 
that is, *twill not be the bare ſubſiſtence and being 
of fin, but fin multiplyed and encreafed : meaſures 
of iniquity heaped, and running over ; fin rampant, 
with all circumſtances of hainouſneſs accompany- 
ing of it : fulfilling that ancient ſimilitude of the pro- 
hets ehepreſs is full, the fats overflow , their wic- 

Redneſ 7s great, Toel 3.13. 
B 2 Such 
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Cach ( faith our Saviour ) will be the forepart of 
the ſcene, and the latter as diſmal 3 The love of many 
ſhall wax cold. That love which 1s the end of the | 
commandment, that love which 1s the fulfilling of 
the whole law 3 Yuyiomu, it ſhall loſe its vital { 
heat and warmth. It ſhall becomein this hard ſea- 
ſon, as it were frozen to death 3 diſheartned, and 
driven oft the ſtage by the violence of ſin. An iſſue 
Had enough, but too likely to enſue where ſin pre- 
vails. Vera pictas extinguetur, 10 Gerhard, the prodi- 
g10us torrent and inundation of 1in , ſhall even. 

uench, and diſcourage allmoſt all prattice or own- 
1ng of any piety or vertue. 

We have in the words ( without any labour of 
more curious diviſion ) the caufe and effect, the an- 
tecedent and conſequent, all of the ſame fad com- 
plexton; ſin upon fin, and miſery upon miſery as 
devouring waves Immediately following one ano- : 
ther. Iniquitz ſhall abound, and the love of many ſhall 
wax cold, 

From the verſe as it ſtands capable of a various 
aſpect, we have {everal weighty truths emergent , 

{ich as may ſadden us, but ſuch as muſt alſo con- 
CCrn Us. BY 1 

r. Looking upon the words 1a their cauſality and | 
influence they bear, the former to the latter, we 
may thence obſerve; the growth and encreale of {in, 

'tis an extreme prejudice and hindrance to all good- 
neſs. Becauſe iniquity ſhall. abound, the love of many 
ſhallwax cold. 

2. Looking upon the words as they ftand1n con- = 

Fkunture with the times they poigt unto, We _ 
i i | - - then 
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then obſerve ; At#thoſe ſeaſons win people both miekt 
and ſhould be beſt, it mayſo fall ont, that they prove then 
far worſt, © 

3. lThelaſtview of the words is in ſome reſpeQs. 
yet ſadder; Looking on them as one of the previous 
lignes of Teruſalems deſtruction, they plainly im- 
port ; The encreaſe of ſin, the aecay of piety, they are. 
things fatal and ominous to any people, preſages of im- 
pending calamity, where theſe go before we may 
juſtly fear the tragical ſequels they here relate to. 
Ther ſhall there be great tribulation. vers. 21. 

1. Looking upon the words in that cauſality and 
influence the former bear to the latter, we may 


thence obſerve, the growth and increaſe of ſin, 'r1s. 


an extreme prejudice and hindrance to all goodnels., 
Becanſe iniquitie ſhall abound, the love of many ſhall 
wax cold :; fin, 'tis as the weeds in-the held, their 
encreaſe impairs the whole crop of corn ; oras that 
venemous tree the Arcadian Yew-tree ; which ( as 
Tlinie relates ) caſteth a deadly killing ſhade 5 no- 
thing kindly thrives wherever - that ſpreads its 
branches. That men as men, owe to God a life of 
vertue, andas Chriſtians a lite of more tranſten- 
dent piety ; all our hearts, and indeed the whole 
world muſt freely yield, and Eccho, Yes. Dut alas ?* 
where ſin ſets up its helliſh ſtandard, how ſhall this 
be performed? Humane nature is weak and exam- 
ple proves more then whole loads of arguments, 
Pecorum ritu antecedentinm gregeam ſequimiy , per- 
gentes non qua. fit eundum ſed qua itur ; ſaid Senece 
very truly ; we are like {ſheep following the com- 
mon tract of others, though never fo far out of our 

| | _ way:: 
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Way : principles of good are but faint and weak e- 


ven in the beſt : whea the 1ron age comes on indeed, 
the next news 15, 


Vida jacet pictes. 


Vice goes up, and the ſacred intereſt of vertue that 
g0CSas faſt down, EE on 

Dayly experience ſheweth 1t in things natural. 
Contraries ( we ſay ) abide not together. They are 
ofa contending nature ; the one chaſeth away the 
other. Thus where darkneſs cometh, light is for- 
ccd to go : Thus where the extremity of cold pre- 
vaileth, the more deſirable warmth and heat are 
It. Thecaſe, 'tis parallel in a diviner ſenle : after 
this manner ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) doth ſin <rnepanivegy , 
Rom. 7. 23, It fighteth, and fighteth in earneſt a- 
gainſt the whole intereſt of holineſs. It ſeems to cr 
out againg piety, as the Edomrites did againſt was 
lem ; Raſe it, raſe it, even to the ground. Let but 
evil once get up, and that will quickly bring down 
whatever 15 good. Where the one uſurps the other 
becomes dethroned. 

To be truly religious in the beft times 'tis much, 
but to be ſuch in bad times , 'tis almoſt a miracle: 
IF i// words be enough ( as the Apoſtle obſerves) ts 
corrupt good manners ; ill words, and ill works put 
both together, are much moreable to do it. In ſuch 
a common degeneracy one Lot, one Noah 1s a'great 
raritie in Gods own reckoning. Thee ( that 1s thee 
only ) have Tſecn righteoxs before me in this generati- 
0n, Gep.7.1. 


To 


(3 


To put the caſe into a familiar way of inſtance; 
when Atheiſm and contempt of religion ſhall gene- 
rally reign, how ſhall an ingenuous perſon ( with- 
out very much conflict in himſelf ) be able to bear up 
any due acknowledgments of God in all his ways ? 
when almoſt all places ſhall run into drunkenels end. 
exceſſive healths, how ſhall the moſt ſober perſon. 
contain himſelf within the due bounds of tempe- 
rance? when uncleanneſs and all manner of wanton 
luſts ſhall appear Epidemical, impudent, and as 
the ſin of Sodcxz ; how hard is it then to obſerve 
and honour chaſtity as it ought ? when people ſhall 
every where become cfteminate and fond 1n their 
attire, how oth ſhall we be to expoſe our ſelves to 
the ſcorn of others, by continuing a plain, decent 
modeſt habit? when profane ſwearing {hall grow the 
common dialect, how prone will our own lips be to 
take up thoſe unhappy accents ? when every novel] 
wilde opinion, ſhall grow the more creditable reli- 
gion, who can then (without very much grace,) 
ſteadily conſiſt with ancient ſound doQUrine? Laſtly 
(toask no more of theſe ſadning queſtions ) when 
debauchedneſs and drollery ſhall grow the only 
gentile mode, oh how ready ſhall we all then be,. 
to grow aſhamed of holineſs and the fear of God ? 
Thus may a righteous cauſe become oppreſſed, and 
" religion it ſelt even laught to ſcorn through the in- 
ſolencies of fin. 7 

Under ſuch hard circumſtances, the beſt of men 
may be prone to fall into ſuch convullſive ts ,. 
as one ſometimes expreſsed ; Ah! qguoties mecum: 
dixi mnmquid cgo ſolxs fapio ? &c. It is the ſe- 

; CIEE 
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cret language of many a.good mans heart; Lord! 
-z1y judgement is ſatisfied, my affeFion ſetled 5 I could 
zu'y jay 5 methinks no life like a life of ſerious pie- 
ty. But when I look abroad into the world, T ſee 'tis 
Jar otherwiſe « Lo,there, rioting and drunkenneſs. 
chambering and wantontſs, ſtrife ard envying. And 
theſe things, TI muſt confeſs, almoſt quench and cool 


all my formcr willing thonghts. for heaven + T could 


often lay my hand upon my heart, and ſay ; what 2 


amTwiſer, am TI hbett.r then others ? who, or what do 
T take my ſelf to be £ 


Oh my Brethren ! A holy life it 1s not with- 


-out its difficulties; Lo, here the ſnare unſeen, 
the temptation that prefſeth ſo hard upon the 
moſt candid perſons; They are many times bet- 
cer inwardly then they know to ſhew themſelves 


outwardly 5 Others are bad, and this maketh 
them halt aſhamed to be good : Loth they are 
to diſoblige, loth to do any thing, which might 
{cem to refe*} on the vices of others. And this 
maketh us {till at our former loſs ; ſin depreſſeth 
better things : When that 1s at its higheſt Tro- 


Pick. Religion 15 ufually then at its loweſt, 
\ec2mmonly ſay ( and the preceding inſtan-- 


cs are evidence enough of it ) that ſcarce any 
man {inneth ſingly to himſelfalone : he becomes a 
ſnare and danger to others, At this unhappy rate 


have the overflowings of ungodlineſs in thele laſt . 
days drowned many. The devils work proves done 


to his hand. Inzcnuous natures become dayly de- 


bauch'd , hopeful inclinations immediately blaſt- 
&d, green unp9iz'd years ealily drawn aiide, And 


41 
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all this through the common. encreaſe of ſin. Thus 
as the Poet fa1d, is 4Aſirea driven away ; or rather 
thus may we ſay, is Picty weakned and wounded 
amongſt us. | | 

Honoured and Beloved.! the conſideration itis. 
momentous, it 15 truly great: and weighty, it cal- 
leth upon us all in our, ſeveral places, to be real 
and earneſt for the ſuppreſſing of evil, leſt other- 
wiſe that pulleth down whatever is good : our 
kindneſs to ſin, it is our unkindneſs to God, So 
far as we countenance vice, {o far we frown upon 
vertue ; and tread under foot whatever is honeſt, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is praiſeworthy in the 
ſight of God, or men. 

2dly, Looking upon the words as they ſtand in 
conjuncture with thetimes they point to, we may 
then obſerve ;' At. thoſe ſeaſons when people bot 
might and ſhould be beſt , it may ſo fall ont that they 


prove then far worſt. 


_ We may look upon the preſent arraignment as 
relating either to the ſins of the Jews. or of the 
Gentiles. *Tis, rhe ſame truth we-have,.,the ſame 
equal grounds for the obſervation in both. _ 
I. In reference to the Jews: _ | 
"Twas Gods complaint in the prophet ; Where 
Twould have healed W{racl,then the iniquity of Ephraim 
was diſcovered, Hoſ. 7. 1. An extreme improper 
ſeaſon. The accent obtime whe, made the offence 
ſevenfold the greater, 'Twas ſin very ill [timed. 
Such was Teruſalews caſe. The Meſſrah was now 
come, on this very delign, That he might deſtroy the 
works of the dewil, the _—_ was now pats 
| an 
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and the true light ſhining , life and immortality 
( thoſe dear deſirable things ) brought now to 
light. The times of former ignorance God had 
winked at : but now call'd upon all men ever 
where to repent. The Apoſtles ( thoſe bleſſed Mi- 
niſters of ſtate ) ready at hand to aſſiſt in this hea- 
venly work. A definitive time prefixt, (as in the 
Ninevites caſe) yet within a few years, or it would 
be too late. Temple and City, and People, would 
all lie under aſhes, if the ſore threatned judgment 
were not prevented by a religious ſpeedy turning 
to God. 

But lo, afterall, in ſtead of grapes, behold wilde 
gopes, in ſtead of holineſs to the Lord, it pro- 
veth ( as the Apoſtle relaterh their caſe ) far > 
therwiſe ; 4 filling up their fins that wrath might 
come upon them tothe uttermoſt, 1 Theſ. chap. 2. ver. 
15,16. | 

7, enſalees that very people to whom Chriſt had 
ſo divinely preach't ; Newer aan ſpake like this 
man, Tohn7. 46. that very people over whom he 
had fo pathetically mourned , And when he was 
come near, he beheld the City and wept over it , 
Lak, 19. 41. that very people for whom after all 
their indignities, and in the midft of all his own 
extremeſt Agonies, he yet ſo affectionately prayed,, 
Father, forgive them for they know not what they do,, 
Lxk, 23.34. that very people toward whom his. 
bowels had always { particularly , ſo tenderly 
yearned, 0h Teryſalem, Teruſalem! how often would 
T have gathered thy children together, even as an hen 
gathereth her chickens? Math, 23. 37. yet this, this. 
very 


(13) 
ve ple, as if uncapable of being obliged 
all the methods of love and ſweetneſs ; ind 
can relliſh, nothing ſeems to take with them but 
ſin and hell : iniquity abonnds. 
Men and Brethren! who can conceive how far 
the hopefulleſt perſons, the faireſt ſeaſons may 
fall ſhort of divine expeQation ? 'Twas Jeraſalews 
caſe, it was their ſin, 'tis our danger. | 
Or 2dly, If we take the words as relating to 
the ſin of the Gemtiles, the aggravation is ſtill the 
fame. now was their Accepted time, now was 
their Day of ſalvation, Now were thoſe wilde 
branches to be ingrafted with ſo much honour 
into the good Olive : Divine grace, hitherto fo 
great 2 ſtranger to them, and they to that, ſought 
now for their embraces, this was their heavenly 
nuptiall day, Lo ( faith the Apoſtle ) we ture to 
the Gentiles ; that is, to: carry, and tender to 
them that kingdom, thoſe treaſures of mercy , 
which you Jews ſo unworthily turn your backs 
upon, how juſtly might the worth of the meſ- 
fage make the feet of thoſe holy men who brought 
theſe bleſſed tidings bemrifal and welcome to 
them ? yet here alſo, ( as if all fleſh were will- 
fully ſet _ walking' contrary to God ) we 
finde the holy City troden under foot by theſe 
Gentiles, and by them polluted with idols. | 
- The religious Teraſalem was now turned into a 
prop #liz; A wines headſet up at thegates 

- 1n derifion of the: Jews «© And ( that they migh 
, atonce bid-the more- open defiance to Chriftia: 
» nity, and giye” the fillet eftabliſhment*to Meas 
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theniſme) a temple is ſet up for T#piter with all 
Paganiſh ſolemanities upon Mount Z7oz. 

It might have. then been ſaid with very little 
alteration as in the Pſalms ; The bloud of thy A- 
poſtles and primitive Martyrs have they jhed like 
water in the ſtreets. ; the dead bodics of thy 
Saints have they given to the beaſts of the earth, 
not only putting them to death but ( as Tacitrs 
though a. heathen confeſſeth ) Pereuntibus addita 
ludibria, ut ferarume tergis conte#i, canum laniatu 
interirent, &c. The moſt barbarous inhumane 
cruelties ( cruelties not fit to be related. for their 
unparallel'd ſavageneſs ) were frequently added, 
in the manner. of taking away the lives of theſe 
holy men 5 making the Chriſtians extreameſt dy- 
ing torments:their play, their ſport, and paſtime. 
So that look which way we will, we have much 
one and the ſame joylels proſpe& ftill before us, 
Toiquity every where aboundeth. ER 

And now .may we too juſtly come from Ter- 
 falem home to our ſelves : He that ſhould ſome- 
time ſince have asked us here. in England ; If 
God ſhould put up the {word of blood and war once 
more into its ſheath 3 If God ſhould pitty our 
wilde confuſions, and reſtore; gur ancient rightful 
Government in .peace ;, If God\ ſhould recall his 
deſtroying Angel, :and : arrow of. noiſome peſt; 
lence; ſparing a remnant.of us as brands pluckt out 
of the fre. would weafter ſuch ſevere judgements, 
after {uch- ſignal mercies. wallow. as ſwine in the 
mire of fig. any. more ? I know we: ſhould have 
anfwered,. with indignation, as Hazacl did to the 

, _ - Proplict x 


Prophet. ; Is thy ſervant. a dog that I ſhould do this 
thing 2 But, not to diſpute that queſtion. ; we 
may thankfully ſay, men we are, not dogs : and 
| yet as dogs have we returned to this vomir. | 
| | Let me ( as Samrxel once ſaid to the Iſraelites ) 
| reaſon a little with you before the Lord in this 
|; matter, Can we in cool blood think that we 
were delivered to commit all theſe evils 2 Or 
that vicious courſes carry any thing, of a reaſon- 
able manlike return to divine goodneſs for ſuch 
tender mercies? can wecome off at the bar of our 
own conſcience, with any excufe that. holdeth 
water, that beareth worth or weight in it ?'Do 
we thus requite the Lord, Oh fooliſh people and un- 
iſe 2 Shall good nature and Education teach us: 
| better carriage toward men, for kindnefſes recei- 
| ved from them , and ſhall not Religion and grace 
Z much more keep us from. returning evil for goot 
unto. God. ? Hath. former hiſtory brought tuch. 
bY Honourable reports to us, of others that have. 
been ſo eminently good in bad times, and ſhall 
Future hiſtory tranſmit our. 'names with ſo much 
diſgrace to poſterity, for being'as wrechedly bad” 
in goodtimes ? Oh that this danger and reproach: 
might be roiled from us. | 
What we might and ſhould be, under thoſe , 
manifold. advantages and mercies which ( blefſe# 
be God ) we comfortably enjoy, our own conſt+-- 
£nces are able to inform us. What we are, it is 
matter - of amazement to moſt that Know or bear 
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Former ages in this Iſland ( it may be ) have 
had their peculiar ſtains ; as Gildas and ſeveral 
other Writers pathetically enough relate. But 
fuch a general irruption of all ſorts of fin as now, 
we ſcarce finde inany hiſtory. If heretofore times 
have been ſhamelefly difſolute, it 15 now much 
more. The foundations themſelves are very far 
out of courſe. 'Fis become with many open A- 
theiſm toward God ; the Almightly himſelf is 
not {pared. 'Tis become with many meer giddy 
ſcepticiſm in the moſt fuadamental points of 
faith 5 that faith which is reverently to be em- 
braced, not rudely or deſultorioully to be toſſed 
t0 and fro. Tis become with many common 
ſchiſm and ſeparation from the publick afſemblies 


of the Church. A general irreverence, contempt 


and ſcorn of allmoſt all Government. 
And what too eaſily follows from ſuch unto- 


ward premiſes, the utmoſt immoralities of life. 


Thoſe evils which modeſt nature would hereto- 
fore have ftartled at, they grow now the faſhion 


and familiar praftice of multitudes, what horrid 


ſwearing ! the firſt and chief language that is 
heard from many children 1n the open ſtreets : 
what common drunkenneſs! what wretched lewd- 
neſs ! as if we might abuſe our ſelves, and diſ- 
honour our bodies, thoſe bodies, which ſhould 
be as ſo many Temples to the _ Ghoſt, after a- 

ny ſordid ſenſual rate, as we pleaſe. - 
What intolerable phantaſticalneſſe of habit *? 
what filthy laciviouſneſs of ſpeech ! what Ioath- 
{ſome debauchedneſle { as the Sanies of Hell ) up- 
on 


— 
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on the whole Converſation ! fo that as Reverend” 
Hamwond complaineth ) were it not for ſome 
few ancient primitive ſpirited perſons, we might 
have. reaſon to think and fſay..; That Chriſtian 
men are grown the impureſt part of the world. 

'Tis a ſmart exprobration we meet with in 
Salvian upon this. account , Nox ſufficingt multis. 
conſuetudinarij reatws, non vinolentie , non adulte- 
ria, non homicidia 5 niſi manus ctiam in Deum- 
injiciant. The ordinary rates of ſin would: not 
then ſerve mens turns, they were. furiouſly ſet 
upon it ( like thoſe Giants in the Poet ) to fly in. 
the very face of God himſelf. 

Men and brethren ! we muſt with bluſhing 
confeſſe ; to theſe high ſpring tides of fin-, to 


this exorbitant outragious poſture are we alſo 


come. The prophets Indictment may be in feve-. 
ral particulars found true againſt us. ; They over- 
Paſſe the deeds of the wicked, Ter. 5.. 28. In. defi 
ance of all fober counſel from. God: or man: ; ma- 
ny will be not only wicked: , but ( to uſe &olo- 
evozrs phraſe, Wicked overmuch, though to the aſto- 
niſhment of beholders , they thereby deſtroy; 
themſelves, and die before their time, | 
Magiſtracy we have , and Miniſtery we have; 
And bleſſed be God', we have them. But ftill: 
( like the churliſh ©nartaw Agne , that ſtubborn: 
dedecus medicorum ) as if the. diſeaſe were too. 
ftrong for. the phylick ; or our diſtemper- above - 
the means of cure : much fo it farethi with: us : 
fin- proveth- ( as thoſe ſons: of Zerviah ) too hard: 
for. us ,, it ſeems to bear no check ; but. rather 
| ftrugleth + 
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ſrruglerh to get further. ground of us. And -we 
mutit lament rogether , both Magiſtrates and Mi- 
niſters ; whether through defeQivenels in us, or 
through averſeneſſe and renitencies in the peo- 
ple , or through the juſt aiſpleaſure of God a- 
gainft this. whole Age'; 1o it 1s., the-good work 
of God for the ſupprefling of vice and promo» 
ting of -yertue and plietie, ſucceedeth but very 
poorly upon our hands. 

Theſe things are not ſpoken, that we ſhould as 
ſhips in a ſfea-ſtorm fall. fowl - one. upon another. 
God forbid | Obliquities-of this nature were: the 
adding of evil to eyil , that our guilt might be- 
come yet greater. He that is without fin, let him 
caſt.the firſt ſtone at his neighbour. : 

'Tis not the nature or temper of true holyneſs 
to make much popular noiſe 1n the world 3 as if 
we were then only the brave Heroes, -and Cham- 
pions for Religion , when we can moſt ſatyrical- 
ly laſh at others, No, no: every man. ſtands. or 
falls to his own maſter. The greateſt complai- 
nants, ( if the caſe be impartially ſearcht, ) are 
ſometimes found, perſons as deeply in fault as 
any. E | | 
The beſt, the holieſt may ſafely lay their hands 
ina due modeſtneſs upon their hearts, and ſay 3 Are 
there not with us, even with ns alſo, ſins againſt the 
.Lord our God 2 

The. beſt acquitment of our ſelves in times of 
common corruption, were, to walk as Noah, and 
to grieve as Lot; Ingenuouſly to mourn, and ex- 
emplarily to deport our ſelves, every man in his 

| | place, 
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place, as becometh perſons that truly fear God. 

3/5, The laſt aſpect of the words, is upon ſome 
account ( in reference to the conſequences ) yet 
fadder. As they are one of the preyious ſignes of 
Teruſalems deltruction, they import 5 The encreaſe 
of ſin, the decay of Picty, they are the preſages of much 
impending calamitie. 

1. The encreaſe of fin 5 what diſeaſes, and in- 
fetions are to our bodies perſonally, ſuch are 
common raging vices to Kingdoms, and Nations 
publickly ; Apparent 1ll habits, moral Peſtilences. 
If the former may be death to us, the latter may 
be as truly ruine tothem. The Awzorites ſin was the 
Amorites undoing. 

We are told in the Prophet, Amos 9.8. The 
eyes of the Lord God are upon the ſinful king- 
deme 5 and I will deſtroy it from off the face of 
the earth, ſaith the Lord. Thus 1s ſin the abomi- 
nation that maketh deſolate wherever it cometh. 
The Achar, the accurſed thing that always trou- 
bleth Gods 1ſrael. 

There is no deluſion more frequent then for 
wicked perſons to flatter themſelves with hopes 
of favourable fair ifſnes, in their moſt villanous 
fowleſt a:ilons. 'Tis taken for granted, ſome may 
be ſo bold, fo hardy, as to ſay 5 1ſbal/ have peace, 
though I walk in the imagination of mine heart, to 
add drunkenneſs to thirſt But it ſeems the Conclu- 
fion is too haſtily drawaz Gods reckoning and 
theirs agree not. The Lord will not ſpare him x; the 
anger and jealouſy of the Lord fhall ſmoke againſt that 
2:41. Dent. 29. 19, 20, {o inſeparable a connexion 

D there 
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there is Letween the caule and the effect. Caix quick- 
ly found 1t a real truth. He hath no ſooner done 
his bloudy work, bur the next tidings is ; 219 
puniſhment is greater thin T can bear, Gen. 4.13. \3\y 
my fin, one and the ſame word 1s Icft in the Hebrew 
to expreſs both, in token thar the ſinner carrieth 
his puniſhment in his fin. It he will needs have 
the one ; God will fee that he ſhall alſo have the 
other. | 

The caſe it 15 plainly the ſame toward whole 
Nations, that we finde here toward one Cain: If 
there be any difference, 'tis this ; ſome pious lear- 
ned perſons who have moſt ſollicitouſly obſery'd 
the methods and hiſtory of Divine Providence 
have thought ; that God who ſheweth many 
times ſuch great patience toward particular per- 
{5ns 1n their ſins 3 proceedeth uſually with a 
more viſible ſeverity, when ſin becometh com- 
mon and Natiozal ; when all fleſh ſhall have cor- - 
rupted their way ; then 1s a time for God to take 
the caſe more immediately into his own hand, 
then may we fear days of vengeance and vili- 
tation. 

All ages,. all hiſtories have jointly exemplified 
the reality of this danger : thus ( Xexophor rela- 
teth _) the Perſian Monarchy became ruined : 


Aid Tiy exeivwy mpi wi Ogtg are Cans > 
mel os argon aNuar eo, 


» PY ; 

In part through their impieties toward God, in 

part through their injuries and evil courſes to- 
: | ward 
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ward men. Thus the Grecians, and thus atter 
them the Romans, they alſo tell. As vice was ſeen 
to riſe, they and their Empire were as manifeſtly 
obſerved to decline aud fall, 

An hundred Walls (as the Comedian {portingly 
ſaid in that ſerious matter ) are no defence to # 
vicio1s City ; It lieth ſtill open and naked to 
all miſery. 


Terex' ap' any; idoker ExnDiND bo" tn wget. 


Thus firmly was this great truth believed, thus 
openly aſſerted among the Heathez: by their own 
Pocts. For theſe things ( lay they ) God hath wiſt- 
ted, and for theſe thinus God will zet viſit. YO 
that , if we cither credit Gods word or mans 

: now; 
experience , we may ſafely ſay ; ſir leads to 
ruine. | 

2dly, The decay of Picty , that is likewiſe as 
hard an abodement.: we finde this very caſe pro- 
pos'd as Moſes's, life or death, a bleſſing or a curſe, 
and the ſequel left tothe peoples practical choice, 
The Lord is with you, while ye be with bim : but if 
ye forſake him, he will forjake you. 2 Chron, 15. 2, 
As if the great Criſs lay perieAly here ; And the 
trueſt calculation of all publick welfare or miſery, 
were tO be derived from our faithfulnefs, or nad 
tulneſs to God. 

Religion it is as thoſe ſacred miniſtrations in 
the Temple ; the preſervatives of the City. And 
on the contrary , where the Holy fire goeth out: 
where the. Daily ſacrifice ceaſeth ; calamity _ 

| D a eth 
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eth there to follow ( as it were ) of courſe. 

When Abraham gives over interceding , then 
Sodom burns down to aſhes indeed. When 2ſcs's 
hands fall down through taintnefs, then A4malck 
prevaileth : When there 15 none found to ſtand 
1n the gap, then God powreth out his indigna- 
tion upon frac! : When the Diſciples fall to Num- 
ber, we may too truly ſay then is Satans hour and 
the power of darkneſs. 

I confeſs, we neither need, nor can believe , 
that every ſtir and buſtle that 1s prepoſterouſly 
made in the world about Religion, goeth tor re- 
at piety in the ſight of God. We: have all of us 
more of droſs then gold; More of carn2] paſſion 
and animoſity, then of ſpiritual devotion and 
zeal for God or Heaven. Religion, 'tis a ſacred 


concern, and muſt be modeſtly , not boiſterouſly ' 


managed. There is fcarce any conſideration fſad- 
der then that of thoſe manifold diſmal miſchiefs 
that have been ated from miſtakes of this na- 
ture. | 
But ſtill there is ſuch a thing , as a cordate 
affetion , and forwardneſſe for Religion ; Our 
boundcn duty, and of great price in the ſight of 
God : and wherever this firſt love 1s once loſt, 
we may juſtly fear , Gods Candleſtick is in im- 
minent danger of betng removed. 

It were extreme arrogance, and diſreſpeCt to- 


ward the common ſenſe of mankinde, for any of _ 


ns to think, that flights of Religion are fafe 
things. Ztalie ( faith the Poet ) hath ſmarted 
forely upon this very account ; 

. S . - DJ 
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Dij multa wel i dedere 
Hejperie mula ln@uoje, . 


And we finde Livy taking up the caſe into a 
peremptory ſtanding aſſertion ; Ozzn1a - proſpera 
eveniunt colentibus Deos , adverſa ſpernentibus ; all 
things { faith he ) ſucceed well where Religion 
15 duely oblerved ; and where that lieth negle- 
Qed all things go uſually as backward and ill. 

But we ſhall cloſe up this Conſideration with 
a greater Teſtimony then any of theſe , even thar 
of dying Moſes , who taking his laſt leave of 7/- 
rael , and having forewarned them , that in 
caſe of their revolt from God, he would heap up 
miſchiefs upon them ; at length ſealeth up his 
whole Diſcourſe with this moving Argument , 
putting duty and mercy both together. Obſerve 
( faith he ) all the words of this law 3 for it is 


. 20t a vain thing for yout, becauſe it is your life , 


and through this thing ye ſhall prolong your days in 
the land whither ye go, over Jordan to Poſſeſs it - 
Deut. 32. 46, 47. May. it be our care to approve 
our ſelves faithfull in the one ; may it be our lot- 
to: experience Gods goodneſſe in the other. 
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The Application. 


And now Hozerred and Beloved ! 1 have but 
one Uſe to make of the whole : but it calleth for 
the utmoſt ferioutneſs at all our hands. 

Such ( as you have heard ) ſuch 1s the ritencis, 
ſuch the contagiouſne's, ſuch the deſtructivenes; 
of Sin. In Gods moſt holy Name, let us tearand 
tremble , \leit we alſo fall under this ſad inteti- 
on , and ſo iniquity becometh our Tuine. 

If ſovereign Antidutes be ſo greatly eſteemed 
in times of common Peltilence ; ( unleſs we do 
moſt wretchedly prevaricace in the whole pro- 
feſſion of Religion ) thus highly muſt we value , 
thus heartily muſt we ſeek Gods Grace , as the 
fouls divine , and only true Antidote in evil 
times. 

And bleſſed be God, a holy watchfulneſs ( duly 
kept up )/ may preſerve us, while ſecurity and 
careleſneſs would moſt certainly betray us into 
danger. Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
Temptation. 

Diogenes Laertins reporteth of Socrates, though 
he lived in Athens, where the plague often raged, 
even to extremity in his time : yet by his {tri 
Temperance he kept himſe!f in perfect healih 
through all thoſe dangers. Such 15 the world 
kely enough to be ; An infe@ed Athens, Oh that 
we may be found as Socratcs , in a ſtate of bet- 
ter healch , uatouch't of all the evils of 1t. 


Our 
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Our Duty herein 'tis truly grar, fuch as may. 


prove a full employment for the whole ſoul: but 
fill ſuch , as approveth it felf to every mans 
Conſcience 1n the ſight of God. 

We may freely ſay ( as once Moſes, ) What 
doth God the Lord require of us , but to keep 
vur ſelves offenſively clear from the fins of 


theſe Jait days? not waving the good offices of 


love or kindneſs due to the perſons of any : and 
yet pertaking 1n evil with none. 
Like Caſſzanus his Jewel-ſignet ; Univerſa que 


 oceurrunt ad ſui ſtatum transformeat ; mnllins vero 


incurſtbus inſigniri poteft, Such ſhould every one 
of us likewiſe be. As a ſeal of Diamond , gi- 
ving fair impreſſions of yirtue ( upon every 0Cc- 
caſion ) to others : but ({ of that firmneſs, as ) 
aot to ſufter rhe leaſt impreſſions of vice to be 
made by any means upon our ſelves. 

How happy , oh how lovely were it ! could 
men be truly brought to this good conliſtency , 
rais'd to this harmony with Heaven, ſettled in 
this excellency of Spirit, this ſteadineſs of Life! 
neither ſuperciltouſly fexward, nor yet {intully ta- 
cile : bur diſcreetly Religious. Then neither 
ſhould Driquity abound , nor Piety decay ; then 
neither ſnould our welfare fly from us , nor 
thoſe miſeries which arc the common attendants 
on fin, hover with ſuch frightful wings a- 
bout us. 

The general mending of bad times ( we muſt 
all conteſs ) 'tis a great work 3 it may be too 
great for particular perſons , and beyond their 

; # Sphear.. 
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| Sphear. Abi frater in cellem, &*c. ( as he ſaid ) 
. Our private, prayers and tears may better become 


us , then excentrical agitations. But ſtill 'tis ye- 
ry much, that cvery one might truly do, in his 
place, ſo much, that could all be fairly perſwa- 
ded , the whole might ſoon become happily re- 
dreſſed. However at the loweſt ebb, Noah, Da- 
zicl and Job, ( all good men ) may yet deliver 
their own fouls, when they cannot prevail to 
jave the land. 

Bur why ſpeak we thus dejeQedly ? Be of good 
cheer all ye that fear God , Davit Deus his quo- 
que finem. T am: prone to hope , it might be fafe- 
ly laid ; Athe.im, and Sr 3: C tonoſe hateful 
thort liv'd things ) wifl quickly ;5un themſclves 
out of breath , and the ſerious tear of God ſhall 
yet become a praiſe in the land | 

Religion 1s an ancient weather-beaten Ship , 
that hath ſucceſsfully out-ridden many a hard 
Sea-ſtorm, and behold it 1s ſtill above water : or 
hke rhoſe Witneſſes in the Revelation: Prophane 
men may rant and huf, they may deride and in- 
ſolently run over it, ſuppoſing that they have dif- 
patcht and flain it: But this kinde of crucitying 
ctteeth little ; 1t hindreth not the promiſed Re- 
furreQton. Our Saviour after his ſufferings, and 
the Witnefles after cher laughter , they both 
preſently revive. And thus Religion after all 
theſe rude affronts, after all theſe vain attempts 
to eclipſe it ,. uſually ſhinerch forth (tothe joy of 
all good men ) as the Sun out of a dark cloud 


with much brighter rays. 


To 
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To draw to a Clvjie ; The Ends of the World 
are come upon us; evil Days. Days full of Sin, full 
of danger ; as an holy men ſaid, Omztapericnlzs plena, 
Plena laqueis ; All things, all places are ( as it 
were ) filled up wich Temptations and 1nares: 
Pudet nun efSe tmpudentem, as St Auſtin {o pathe- 
tically cried out. Ir is come ( faith he) to that 
heizhe of impudence, that a virtuous perſon is 
pa. almoſt t» bluſhing, if he be not as ſhame- 
Iefly torward in evil as the worſt. I, 

Now ( it ever ) may we fay as the Apoſtle, 
( cnly, Oh that it may be conduCted with all due 
circumſtances of candour! ) Save your felves from 
this untoward generation: Partake not with wic- 
ked men 1n their fins, that you partake not with 
them 1n their plagues, IF 

ih's good care we owe to our ſelves, and our 


own preſervation ; But that is not all; There 1s. 


ſome hac more we ſtill owe to God 3 A ſtriving 
againſt in , Hebr. 12. 4. Armyontiga , exerting 
our utmo!t ſtrength and ſpirits even to an Agony, 
in this Sacred Combat, to foil and bring down 
the Enemy. 

Upon theſe terms we became 4nitiated into 
Chriſtian Religion. Thus to renounce the Devil 
and all his works; Thus to bear up ( as Iſrael a- 
gatnſt Ama'ek) a perpetual hoſtility againit evil. 
V'-! a»e opened our muuth to the Lord (as Jephthab) 
an \ nn) go back, 

i his 15 chat Ho'y War, to which we are all cab 
led, ( thar harml. ſs war which alone aimeth to 


fave, not to deſtroy ;) And happy are thoſe thas 
E are 


mg 


( 28.) 


are found Gods Worthies in it. Such virtuous 
Cato's did the Romans account as needful to con- 
tend againſt the vices of peace at home, as their 
molt valiant Scipio's to fight their enemies in times 
of war abroad. 

We may flothfully meditate many fooliſh ex- 
cules : but certainly while there is ſo much of fin 
up and down the worid ; Every true Chriſtian 
muſt hold himfelt very highly concern'd, to ap- 
pear ſo much the more vilibly for God , and 
goodneſs in his place. Chriſtianity 'tis not the 
bare acknowledgment of that worthy name by 
which we are called ; but the practical exhibi- 
ting of fuch a Converſation as may be fairly preſi- 
dential, a real Patern, and Copie to all. 

And praiſed be God, 'tis poſſible ; ( as he ſaid 
in the Poet ) Excmploque ſuo mores reget. The 
ſtrength of folid good Examples may very far 
ſtem the ſtream of Vice 3 and by degrees reco- 
ver men from the errour of their ways, to the love 
and acceptance of better things. 

Goodneſs of Lite 'tis an Argument will be rc- 
ſented, and heard , when (it may be ) the low- 
deſt words are not. Converſation beſt winneth 
Converſation 5 and is always the moſt prevailing 
Oraton? m this caſe, that may gain many happy 
converts 3 where other means (though truly righ- 
teous ) may yet prove abortive, and miſcarry. 

And now could this defirable effe, this pious 
conqueſt be attain'd ; we ſhould foon finde the 
conſequence like that rare paſſage, that religious 
Cloſe between Cecilins, aud GHavias in AMinutias 

Felix ; 


—_— 


—— 


—D_—_—_— 
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Felix; Both joy'd, neither griev'd. Both Vidtors: 
and yet neither Captive. Such might our caſe alſo 
be ; a mutual mercy, a general Triumph, an univer- 
{al joy, fatisfaciion, and honour on all hands. 
Our ſtations may be different, ( as the Occaſion 
which we this Day wait upon, ſheweth ) but our 
Duty it is to all of us (at leaſt for ſubſtance ) bur 
one 5 An unfeigned, upright approving our ſelves to God 
in all-well-doing. . 
May we ſo reſolve, and ſo practice ; we have 
this juſt comfort , that none can take from us 3 
whoever falleth, this man ſtandeths whoever is 


found a curſe or {ſhame to the place or times he 


liveth in, loe ! here 15 one whom Poſlterity ſhall 
freely acknowledge, botha Blefling and Honour to 
his Countrey. 

We may cheerfully ſay, as the ſpirit of God to 
the Churches in the Revelation ; They that d:file not 
their Garments, ſhall walk with God, Oras our bleſ- 
{ed Saviour 1n the Conlolatory Promiſe, immedi- 
ately added, to allay the fad tidings of the Text 
Though inyquity ſp3:'d abound, and the love of ne- 
ver {» many wax coid ; ye: He that endurcth tothe 
end, the ſam? ſhall be ſaved. Na 

Which God of his Mercics vouchſafe to us, 


i 


FINTIS, 


